Literature Connections
In this extension activity, you are required to select and read a historical fiction novel or biography that connects to the eras and/or people studied in 7th grade history (1865-present day).  You can speak to Mr. Lyons, Ms. Jensen or Ms. Hill about book selection.  Please have your book approved by Mr. Lyons before you begin reading it for the purposes of this project.

After reading the book, you will write a series of papers.  Each paper must be at least one page in length, typed and double-spaced.  The four papers are explained below

You need to have a clear understanding of how these papers are to be written and graded. Below, you will find a rubric (scoring guide) and format guidelines.
CONTENT GUIDELINES:
1. Character Response:  The purpose of this type of writing is to analyze a character and prove how a character’s personality is reflected in the decisions that they make and the circumstances that surround them.

If your book has one main character:

i. Identify the main character in the book.

ii. Describe three personality traits

iii. Provide examples from the text to support the identified traits

If your book has more than one main character:

i. Identify the main characters in the book

ii. Describe each character’s main personality traits

iii. Using examples from the text, compare and contrast the character’s personalities

2. Cause and Effect:  The purpose of this type of writing is to identify and analyze the relationship between significant events and their impacts

i. Identify the main events and the contributing factors that led to them

ii. Provide examples from the text to support your selections

iii. Explain why the event was significant

3. You Are the Judge:  The purpose of this type of writing is to identify the main conflict in a book, examine each side’s position, and determine which side is justified in its actions.

i. Identify the main conflict

ii. Provide examples from the text that support each side’s position

iii. Judge, on your own, which side was correct and justify why

4. Personal Reflection:  The purpose of this type of writing is to synthesize the main idea from a book with your own ideas.  How did this book change the way you think or act and why?

Option One:

i. Identify your previous opinion on an issue / person / event

ii. State your new opinion

iii. Provide examples, which led you to change the way you feel
Option Two:
iv. Identify your opinion.

v. State reasons for your beliefs

vi. Provide examples, which help support your opinion from the text

NOTE: YOU MUST USE CONCRETE EXAMPLES FROM YOUR TEXT TO SUPPORT YOUR IDEAS.  MAKE SURE YOUR EXAMPLES ARE SPECIFIC AND FEEL FREE TO QUOTE FROM THE BOOK DIRECTLY.  

FORMAT GUIDELINES:
1. Length: Minimum 1 Page Typed
2. Double Spaced.

3. If typed it needs to be 12 Font, Times New Roman.
4. Name, Date, Period, and Content Selection in upper right hand corner.

5. For every three grammar mistakes, one point will be deducted from your final grade.  

RUBRIC: 

	Category
	Grade A
	Grade B
	Grade C
	Grade D
	Grade F

	Introduction

(Organization)
	The introduction states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.

Paper is an obvious selection from genre choices.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic but does not preview the structure of the paper.

Paper is an obvious selection from genre choices.
	The introduction states the main topic but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper.

Paper is not an obvious selection from genre choices.
	The introduction does not state the main topic nor does it preview the structure of the paper.  

Paper is not an obvious selection from genre choices
	There is no clear introduction to the paper.

Paper is not a selection from genre choices.

	Focus on Topic

(Content)
	One clear, well-focused topic.  Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information.
	Main idea is clear, but the supporting information is general.
	Main idea is clear but there is not enough supporting information.
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information.
	Main idea is not clear.  There is a random collection of information.

	Support for Topic

(Content)
	Relevant, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.  Clear/Complete analysis is present. 
	Supporting details throughout the paper help the writer prove basic ideas, but are not specific. Clear analysis is present.
	Details are adequate to topic but used infrequently throughout the paper.  Analysis is present but basic. 
	Supporting details are unclear or unrelated to the topic.  Attempts to analyze information but fails.
	No specific supporting details are in the paper.  Does not attempt analysis.

	Transitions

(Organization)
	Varieties of thoughtful transitions are used.  They clearly show how ideas are connected.
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety.
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy.
	Transitions between ideas are unclear.
	No transitions exist; ideas are jumbled together with no clear organization.

	Format

Requirements
	Paper meets all applicable format criteria (length, spacing, font size, etc.).
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Paper does not meet all applicable format criteria.


